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Embrace the Future 

 I am actually typing this in my office!  Meetings are back in the Meeting Room and 
East Room.  The phones are working.  So much feels like it’s “back to normal” – and that 
feels good.  At the same time, I love the things that aren’t “back to” anything.  I love Elmore 
Hall – I love the way it looks, I love the way it sounds, I love the feel of both services – 
contemporary and traditional – in there.  
  

 As we move forward, there will be more things where we are “back to” what we used 
to do.  There will also be a lot of new things.  The one constant through it all is our desire  
to facilitate someone’s relationship with Jesus Christ.  The first of what Presbyterians call  
the Great Ends of the Church is “the proclamation of the Gospel for the salvation of 
humankind.”  That is what we are about.  That is our past, our present, and our future. 
 

 The decisions we make now must always and only be about whether they facilitate  
the proclamation of the Gospel now and in the future.  As we make decisions about our 
future sanctuary, we must remember that the new sanctuary, barring a disaster, will outlive 
most of us.  Our decisions cannot be centered around us or our wants.  Our decisions  
have to be centered around the effective proclamation of the Gospel. 
 

 We are beginning the process of assessing our needs.  First, we need to outline  
for prospective architects the general goals for the new sanctuary.  We will survey the 
congregation about what you experienced – good and bad – in both our old sanctuary and  
in the various worship spaces we have experienced in the past few months.  By giving us your 
perspectives on how you experienced worship, it will help the leadership set forth broad 
design goals.  This survey is an initial survey.  You will have an opportunity to discuss the 
survey in your deacon-led parish groups on Sunday, Sept. 25 (save the date!)  This will not  
be your last chance to speak up.  A common impulse is to get ahead of the process and worry 
about design decisions that are many months away.  Please don’t go there; we aren’t there yet. 
 

 What I ask of you, both in this survey and in all the feedback to come, is to place  
the needs of effective future proclamation of the Gospel ahead of your personal tastes and 
preferences.  It’s not about you.  It’s about Jesus.  It’s always about Jesus. 
 

 My dream is that the leadership of this church, 50 years from now, is grateful that we 
left them a wonderful base from which to continue to proclaim the Gospel.  My nightmare is 
that we would have made decisions that hinder future ministry here.  I don’t believe we will 
see whether we have made good decisions in this life.  We will see the fruits of our efforts  
only after we’ve gone to be with the Lord – and are with those who discovered their faith in 
the place we have yet to build. 
  
Peace and Blessings, 

September 2016 
First Press 
A publication of the First Presbyterian Church of Englewood, NJ 

From the Pastor 

F 
I know the plans I 
have for you, says 
the Lord, plans for 
your welfare and 
not for harm, to  
give you a future 
with hope.”  
    - Jeremiah 29:11 
 

or surely 
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Sunday Morning Bible Study 
 

The 10 a.m. Bible Study resumes on September 11 
in the East Room.  Rev. Hong leads a discussion 
centered around the sermon text for the day from 
10:00 to 10:45 a.m. 

News for the Congregation 

FPC LIVE BOLDLY 
ESSENTIALS 
FPC programming to equip you on your 
Christ-filled journey to Live Boldly 
 

Bible Study 
(new) Wednesday Lunch & Learn from 12 p.m. -1 pm  
in the Meeting Room 

On the first Wednesday of every month (9/7, 10/5, 
11/2 and 12/7) Pastor Kellie will lead an informal 
discussion about a Book of the Bible or a topic in the 
Bible. Bring your lunch and enjoy the discussion. 
Topics will be announced 1 week in advance and no 
prep is needed.  

Discipleship Series 
Taking Responsibility for Your Life 
a 4-Week series in the East Room  
Wednesday October 5, 12, (not 19), 26 and 11/2, 7 p.m. 
 

Join Pastor Rich and Pastor Kellie for this faith-
based Andy Stanley video series that shows you  
how to take authentic responsibility for the things  
in your life. Responsibility is not a zero-sum game.  
If you don't follow through on your responsibilities, 
someone else in your life has to pick up the slack. 
Join us for this compelling series.  

Leadership Programming 
At FPC we see each and every person as a leader 
with potential to make a difference from your office, 
to your volunteer club to your classroom.  
Saturday September 24 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. in Elmore Hall 
 

Join us (and leaders of other local churches) for  
a simulcast of Catalyst Leadership Essentials, 
featuring Andy Stanley and Craig Groeschel, who  
will share tips on how you can effectively manage  
your time, improve communication with your staff, 
and build high-performance teams. This event is free.  

Financial Peace University  
September 18 – November 13, Sundays at 7 p.m.  
 

Here we come! On Sunday September 18, 2016 First 
Presbyterian Church of Englewood will be holding 
the Financial Peace University "FPU" course for the 
fourteenth time.   During the first 13 classes more 
than 200 people have started on the path to financial 
peace.  The course will run for nine weeks ending on 
November 13th.   Classes will be held in the East 
Room at 7:00 p.m.  During this nine week class you 
will learn budgeting techniques, the best way to get 
out of debt, saving for retirement, what insurance 
you need and how to give more to charity. 
 

The cost for the course is $93.00 plus tax which pays 
for the membership kit (nothing is paid to the 
church).  Two people can share the kit so husbands 
and wives are encouraged to come together or you 
can share the kit with a friend.  In the kit you will 
receive a workbook, audio CDs for all of the classes, 
Dave Ramsey's book, "Complete Guide to Money" 
and more. 
 

I encourage everyone to seriously consider taking this 
life changing course.   In addition, please tell your 
friends and family about it as it is not limited to 
church members.  If you are interested please go to 
the website daveramsey.com/fpu and look for the 
class at the church.  If you would like additional 
information you may call me at 201-914-2120.   
FPC Elder Paul Platek 
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FPC KICKOFF SUNDAY 
SEPTEMBER 11 
 

Join us for the start of the FPC program year! 
Welcome back to the FPC Chancel Choir at the  
11 a.m. worship service.  

CROSSROADS IS BACK! 
Our 5:30 p.m. contemporary service, Crossroads, has 
resumed! The band sounds great in Elmore Hall!  
Crossroads features the same sermon as the morning 
service, backed by an excellent band in a casual 
environment.  Check it out and invite a friend! 

INTERESTED IN JOINING FPC? 
 

Membership is simply your affirmation that this is  
your church home for this season of your life.  If this 
sounds right for you, please come to meet with  
Rev. Hong and some members of the Session in  
the East Room on Sunday, September 11, either at 
12:30 p.m. (after the morning service) or 5:00 p.m. 
(prior to Crossroads). 

 

GRIEFSHARE 
2017 
 

This winter 2017 FPC 
is pleased to be a GriefShare location to help people 
through their loss of a loved one. Please contact 
Pastor Kellie for any information at 
Kellie@englewoodpres.org 

COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
 

Thanks to our August C&C hosts for their great 
help and ministry! Kathy Lewandowski, FPC  
staff, Marcy Steele, and Bruce and Rosetta Forshee. 

LABYRINTH ON 
THE LAWN 
 

LABYRINTH ON THE LAWN 
will be hosted by the committee 
from 9 - 11 a.m. on Sunday 9/11 to 
remember in prayer as we walk the labyrinth 
all those affected by the tragic event of that day, 
9/11.  Join us in prayer outside behind  
Elmore Hall before 11 a.m. Worship or from  
4:30 - 5:30 p.m. before Crossroads Service at 5:30. 

SPARK HOPE 
Spark Hope is FPC’s campaign to 
raise money and grow community 
partnerships for fire recovery.  
This 3-year campaign will raise 

money and partnerships in four ways: Community 
Grants, Community Partnership Events, FPC events/
programs and an FPC Direct Giving Campaign. Look 
for monthly updates on Spark Hope events around 
Bergen County and at FPC and thank you  for your 
support! Upcoming Spark Hope event:  
Join us Thursday October 6th in Elmore Hall at 7 p.m. 
Blue Chips Chorus Benefit Concert for FPC  
Look for upcoming details and plan to bring a friend  
to hear the Blue Chips! For more information see  
Ken Stevens.  

NEW WOMEN'S CONNECT 
GROUP MON. NIGHTS, 7 PM 
 

An FPC women's Connect Group is expanding and 
inviting any interested women who are part of the 
FPC community to join them Monday evenings. This 
group of women gathers weekly to grow spiritually, 
support and encourage one another and share their 
experiences.  They invite all women  to join them for 
this fall’s study session which will be a video series 
called Follow by Rev. Andy Stanley.  Join them  
for their “kick-off” meeting on Monday, 9/12, at  
7 p.m. in the East Room. Meetings will take place 
every Monday from September through November 
at 7-8:45 p.m. in the East Room. Any questions, 
please contact:  caryschweizer@gmail.com 
201.780.3655 cell. 
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FPC Family Ministries 

FALL SAVE THE DATES 

Scribble Art Preschool Classes 
Mini Scribble Classes upstairs in The Art Loft 
Tuesday 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Classes  
10/18 Trial Class & 10/25-12/13 (8 Week Session) 
 

FPC loves our partnership with Scribble Art and 
their great 45-minute classes for babies through  
preschoolers for painting, collages and even  
sculptures. Email the FPC office for registration  
information at office@englwoodpres.org.  

Grow in faith and play with heart.  A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.  

Sunday Sept. 11th FPC Church 
School Kickoff:  
Nursery through Middle School.  

High Schoolers, look for some fall Church School  
Programming just for you. 
 

We are so excited to launch Church School on  
September 11th.  During September, we will be  
working on 2 themes..."God loves me" and "Trusting  
in God". Themes that we, as adults, need to continue 
to remember, as well. New registration forms for the 
2016-2017 year will be distributed by our church school 
guides, to be completed on the first day of classes.  
Please continue reviewing your parent cues and taking 
time to reinforce the weekly lessons with your child. It is 
a great way to reconnect, especially as school starts and 
the schedule begins to fill. As always, thank you for 
sharing your beautiful children with us. 

Pumpkins with a Purpose 
 

PUMPKINS with a PURPOSE Comes Again in  
October!  Help us raise funds for Heifer International!! 
Pumpkins of all sizes will be arriving at our Pumpkin 
Patch in front of the church very early at 8 a.m. on  
Saturday, October 8.  Mark your calendars now to 
help unload the truck.  We need 25 plus unloaders to 
make it happen in an hour.  Coffee, juice and goodies 
will be provided along with gloves and lots of fun!  We 
will need volunteers also to Staff the Patch! 

FPC MeetUp for Families of  
Korean Children 
 

Sunday, September 18 from 12:15 - 1:15 p.m. upstairs 
in the FPC Art Loft. FPC is blessed to have a growing 
number of parents and children that celebrate the  
Korean culture. Join us Sunday 9/18 directly after  
worship upstairs in the Art Loft for snacks, a story and a 
craft led by FPC parent and teacher Jenni Choi. This 
FPC MeetUp is a great place to meet other church  
parents of Korean children and talk about the unique 
challenges that can arise while raising a family in New 
Jersey and staying close to Korean values and culture. 
Head right up to The Art Loft after 11 a.m. worship 
and we encourage you to bring a friend that day. 
RSVP to Jenni Choi at jroh888@yahoo.com for the 
total number in your group and we’ll have age-
appropriate snacks for the family.  

Saturday October 15th PumpkinFest  
 

Join FPC for this annual favorite pumpkin event! 
This year PumpkinFest will have some new activities  
with some special Spark Hope activities to raise money  
for FPC fire recovery. Plan to invite a friend and have  
some fun!  

The Origami and Paper Arts Group is making 
Christmas cards to sell.  Proceeds will support our 
SPARK HOPE campaign to rebuild the sanctuary. 
Yvonne Crichton is leading the group, which meets 
Sundays after church in the Meeting Room at 1 p.m., 
and Monday nights at 7 p.m at Yvonne’s home.  
All are welcome! 
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MOBILIZE FOR  
MISSION: FOOD TO 
FIRST ON THE FIRST 
FPC Mission collects food and  

non-perishable food items on the ‘first Sunday’ of every 
month. Bring in your food on Sunday October 2 to 
support the Center for Food Action. 

FPC Mobilize for Mission: Help Build God’s World  
The FPC Mission Commi ee works to create opportuni es for FPC to be the hands and feet of Jesus. From Center for Food Ac on  
to Bergen County’s Habitat for Humanity to strategic partnerships such as NYC’s Food and Homeless ministry at Jan Hus Presbyterian  
Church, thank you for all you do to build God’s World.  

Pray for upcoming Habitat Trip to Montana:  
Marcy Steele and Bruce and Rosetta Forshee join  
Habitat for Humanity of Bergen County as they travel 
to Flathead Valley, Montana to assist with building  
single-family homes for those in need where 18% of  
residents live in poverty.  Tucked into the northwest 
corner of Montana, Flathead Valley lies near Glacier 
National Park.  The weeklong work trip takes place  
Oct 9th - 15th.  Save the Date for a Habitat Montana  
Mission Talkback on Sunday Nov. 20th at 12:15 p.m. 
 

Pray for upcoming FPC Trip to Cuba:  
FPC is excited that Andy Bello, Linda Moats, and  
Rev. Anne Kansfield and Rev. Jennifer Aull (co-pastors 
at Brooklyn’s Green Point Reformed Church) will head 
to Cuba on September 30th to October 9th. During 
their 8-day trip they will be working and attending  
the 70th anniversary of the SET Seminary in Matanzas, 
and visiting with our sister churches in Cardenas and 
Matanzas.  Save the Date for a Cuba Mission Talkback 
on Sunday Nov. 6 at 12:15 p.m.  

 

 

 
 

SHARING OUR FAVORITE 
SUMMER READING 
  

HEALTHY AGING under our Care Ministry  
sponsors "SHARING OUR FAVORITE SUMMER 
READING" on Thursday, September 22 at 10 a.m. 
led by avid reader Ruth Levy in the East Room. 
Come prepared to share or to listen and enjoy a  
time with friends who love to read.  Refreshments 
provided. 

Care Ministries 

HEALTHY  
AGING  
RESOURCES 
HEALTHY AGING  
resources such as the  
Prescription Discount card, 

Five Wishes in English, Spanish and Korean, Lifeline 
brochures, Medical Record magnetized forms, are all 
available in Elmore Hall at the Information Center. 

Spiritually Growing, Crea vely Living, and Generously Caring 

 

MOBILIZE FOR  
MISSION:  
FALL CLOTHING 
COLLECTION FOR 

JAN HUS CLOTHING CLOSET 

September 22 – October 22 (donations not accepted prior to 
September 22)  
 

The cold weather is just down the road.  Not sure why 
you saved that winter coat, sweater, gloves and hat, when 
all it is doing is taking up room in your closet?  We have 
someone that needs it, will fit into it, and love you for 
your generosity.   FPC is going to help our homeless 
friends in NYC stay warm, please consider helping.   
For more information be in touch with Charlene Niland 
charleneniland@aol.com and David Johnson. Save the 
Date to head to NYC feed the homeless at Jan Hus on  
Tuesday October 25th. 
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WELL DONE! 
 

Linda Moats for representing FPC on 
the August Habitat for Humanity 
Interfaith Bergen Build with churches 
and synagogues across Bergen County.  
 

Ruth Levy and Joan Barker for remediating the 
books of the FPC library after the fire. Be sure to 
stop in and see this great refreshed Library space! 
 

Thanks to the Deacons who polished all the silver 
for our first Communion back in the building: 
Alan Aluska, organizer, Linda Heitner and her 
daughter, Jillian, Linda Moats, Lois Strauss, John 
Fraser, Sara Lee, and Charlene Niland. 
 

From the Choir Room 

CHANCEL CHOIR 
 

Chancel Choir will return to worship on Sunday,  
September 11, with rehearsal at 9:30 a.m., for 11 a.m. 
Worship. This year the choir schedule begins on  
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. for a rehearsal and continues  
with an additional rehearsal from 12:20 to 1:00 p.m.  
In addition to our weekly performances of great  
choral music, we are preparing for a November 13  
performance of Handel works with the Adelphi  
Chamber Orchestra, and for the many December  
musical events including the Candlelight Carol  
Service on December 11. There is no audition and  
no church affiliation necessary to join the choir.  
Why not consider lending your voice to this wonderful 
choir. Members are needed in ALL voice parts. 

 

FPC MISSION TALKBACK:  
IMPACT PATERSON 

October 2 at 4:30 p.m. in East Room (Before 5:30 Crossroads) 
 

Come hear FPC Crossroads members Bill and Kelley 
Roesch as they share how they are creating positive social 
change in Paterson.  Impact Paterson is a purpose-driven 
company in the heart of Paterson, utilizing strengths  
in enterprise, ministry, and staffing to restore the full  
person from unemployed to gainfully employed or  
business ownership.  

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

An Updated PARISH DIRECTORY 
is now available on Sundays or by calling the Church 
Office to reserve a copy for you. 
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SEPTEMBER CALENDAR  

 
9:30 am  

Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 

10:00 am  
Bible Study 

 

11:00 am  
Worship Service 

 

12 noon  
Coffee & Conversation 

 

Nursery/child care  
available from  

10:30 am-12:30 pm 
 

5:30 pm  
Crossroads Contemporary 

Worship 

Every Sunday 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

Sunday 4 1:00 PM Origami Group Meeting Room

Monday 5 7:00 PM Origami Group Meeting Room

Wednesday 7 12:00 PM Wednesday Lunch and LearnEast Room

Sunday 11 9:00 AM KICK OFF SUNDAY

9:00 AM Labyrinth on the Lawn Outdoor Labyrinth

1:00 PM Origami Group Meeting Room

Monday 12 7:00 PM Origami Group Meeting Room

Saturday 17 9:00 AM Presbytery

Sunday 18 12:15 PM Korean Family Meetup Art Loft

12:30 PM Triennium Talk Back Elmore Hall

1:00 PM Origami Group Meeting Room

7:00 PM FPU Fall Session East Room

Monday 19 7:00 PM Origami Group Meeting Room

Wednesday 21 7:30 PM Session East Room

Saturday 24 9:30 AM Leadership Essentials Elmore Hall

Sunday 25 12:00 PM Parish Connection Brunch Elmore Hall

1:00 PM Origami Group Meeting Room

7:00 PM FPU Fall Session East Room

Monday 26 7:00 PM Origami Group Meeting Room

September 2016 

Connect with Your Deacons 



 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

Happy Easter 

April 5, 2015 

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the 
sermon being produced each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited 

for sharing with friends via email or Facebook, we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for 
yourself but as a way to start faith conversations with friends and family.  Access the videos 
from our preliminary website at www.90secondsermon.com. 

 

 

A publication of the  

First Presbyterian Church  

of Englewood, NJ 

 

150 East Palisade Avenue 

Englewood, NJ 07631 

Voice: 201‐568‐7373 

Fax: 201‐568‐7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

 

 
 

Rev. Richard S. Hong     x306 
Cell: 973‐769‐0199 

rich@englewoodpres.org 
 

Director of Mission Strategy,  
Kellie Anderson‐Picallo  x301 

kellie@englewoodpres.org 
 

Director of Care Ministries, 
Dorothy VanderWerf  x307 

dorothyv@englewoodpres.org 
 

Music Director,  
David Macfarlane   x310 
music@englewoodpres.org 
 

 
 
Office Manager,  
Danielle De Laurentis  x304 
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